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T h e Spirit of t he Times as 
R e f 1 e c t e d f r o m t h e S h o w 
Windows 



THE war leaves its impress every- 
where, colors every thought and 
every activity, is reflected in all the 
events of our daily lives. Inasmuch as the 
window of every home declares its pres- 
ence nowadays, it was only fitting that a 
most striking and elaborate declaration 
should take place in the very heart of our 
shopping district, and shine resplendent 
from plate glass store windows in a burst 
of glory. 

Every city has its distinctive spots and 
institutions, and with us it is State Street, 
which is most typically Chicago. Other 
towns indeed have their shopping districts, 
but nowhere else in the world are so many 
stupendous mercantile establishments 
grouped together along a few blocks on 
either side of such a broad highway throb- 
bing with the city's life. State Street is 
alone and individual, a mighty bazaar of- 
fering wares from all over the world to 
people from all over the city and country. 

From this close proximity of store to 
store a custom has sprung up which makes 
this street, as a gifted ad. writer has aptly 
said, "the lane of wondering eyes." No- 
where else under Heaven are so much 
thought and such vast sums of money ex- 
pended in the dressing of plate glass win- 
dows into the semblance of scenes from 
fairyland. State Street windows are one 
of the sights of the world, a marvel and a 
by-word in the realm of things. mercantile. 

Of all the big places that line the street, 
Field's is naturally as the oldest and larg- 
est, most famous. Indeed this store, in a 
way, belongs to the city, for all Chicago 
has helped to make it, and therefore all 



Chicago feels a certain sense of pride and 
proprietorship therein. Having the most 
colossal store in the world is a matter of 
satisfaction to the city, a sentiment to which 
the store responds with a constant effort to 
keep in the lead of its world. Field's win- 
dows therefore reflect the absolutely final 
word in their own line of art, and that win- 
dow trimming is an art, is attested by the 
illustrations herewith, which are repro- 
duced from actual photographs of a recent 
patriotic display presenting the types of 
soldiers of each of the Allied countries. 

To look at the reproductions one would 
imagine that they had been photographed 
from oil paintings and, in at least one case, 
that of the French soldier from life. The 
composition of the original windows can 
best be appreciated here, where background ' 
and central figure draw together in one 
complete work of art. The color schemes 
were worthy of the composition in each 
case, and the figures were actual life size. 
Nice touches of sentiment are worked out in 
the backgrounds, which show the ruined vil- 
lages and cathedrals of France, the devas- 
tated land and mourning people of Belgium, 
the British tanks, which have been such an 
element in recent great victories, and the 
snow clad Alps where the Italians have per- 
formed such prodigies of valor. The Amer- 
ican soldier has no background save that 
of on-rushing troops and a lofty sky. How- 
ever, these are quite significant. 

These windows were an educational feat 
in a way for the types and uniforms were 
as accurate as minute attention to detail 
could insure. The brave Belgium with 
tragedy in his face, the spirited Frenchman 
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THE AMERICAN SOLDIER IN OUR FIGHT FOR HUMANITY 



jesting in the face of death, the dogged cool 
Englishman going about war as a matter 
of business, the dashing Italian full of the 
fire of the Latin races, and the American 
blended of all, the hope of the world, bring- 
ing fresh courage with fresh reinforce- 
ments, how well are all their subtle differ- 



ences presented, in these lay-figures which 
were fashioned from a sculptural art stand- 
point not from the practical one of work-a- 
day window forms. 

Many people are preserving photographs 
of these scenes to add to their historic data 
of the events and influence of the war. In- 
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A SOLDIER OF FRANCE— "THEY SHALL NOT PASS" 



asmuch as they make nice decorations when 
framed, they are convenient and ornamen- 
tal historic documents. Nothing could be 
more significant of the deep and sincere in- 
terest of Chicago people in this world 



event than were these windows, for nothing 
is ever thus presented save with the thought 
of pleasing or interesting the public. 

Shop windows are a barometer of pub- 
lic taste and sentiment. So when a big 
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y///=7 BELGIAN PATRIOT— A MARTYR TO PRINCIPLE 



store gives such an extent of space to a 
patriotic display, it is a clear indication of 
where our thoughts and hearts are known 
to be. Crowds stood before these displays, 
rendering them a tribute that no amount 
of costly merchandise could have called 



forth. This shows how well the window 
dresser knew our public, but that is after 
all not so very remarkable, since he too and 
everyone of the heads of this and all of out- 
other big institutions, is today one of us as 
well as one with us. Therefore, to please 
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THE BRITISH SOLDIER— STOLID . DETERMINED, IMMOVABLE 



and fascinate us they have only to present 
the thing which appeals to their own senti- 
ments and is u ppermost in their own 
thoughts. No doubt the window trimming 
department and t h e management of the 
store felt a greater thrill of satisfaction, a 



deeper sense of achievement in this pano- 
rama than anything of like nature ever be- 
fore attempted. Sincerely, enthusiastically 
and patriotically conceived this tribute to 
the soldiers of the Allied Nations spurred 
everyone concerned in its arrangement, to 
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THE SOLDIER OF ITALY— VALOROUS, DASHING, UNCOMPROMISING 



put his best into his work, and because the 
thought was right and the execution right, 
its message reached the public heart and 
will not soon be forgotten. 

These displays were taken from the State 
Street windows to those of Field's branch 



in New York City, where they are now 
amazing Broadway with a realization that 
something new and of great excellence 
can come from the West. Chicago is proud 
to have led the world in the matter of such 
a display. 



